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The Paschal Hour 

 

During Bright Week, the following is said once for each of the 

Hours and Mesonyktikon, and thrice for Compline. At 

Compline, there is an additional prayer before the apolysis.  

P: Blessed ���� is our God at all times, now and 

always and for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

Christ is ri sen- from the
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dead, and by his death, he has tram pled-
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u pon- death, and has gi ven- life to those who were
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in the tombs.
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(3x) 
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Excerpt from Paschal synaxarion 

Now that we have seen the resurrection of 

Christ, let us adore ���� the all-holy Lord Jesus, the 

only Sinless One. We bow ���� in worship before 

your cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify 

your resurrection, for you are our God, and we 

have no other, and we magnify your name. All 

you faithful, come: let us adore the holy 

resurrection of Christ; for behold, through the 

cross, joy has come into the world. Let us always 

bless the Lord, let us sing his resurrection, for by 

enduring for us the pain of the cross, he has 

crushed death by his death. (3x) 
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Hypacoë of Easter (tone 4) 

Ma ry- and her com pan- ions- went forth be fore-
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dawn. They found the stone rolled a way-
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from the tomb and heard the an-
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gel- say, "Why do you seek him as a
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man a mong- the dead, when his is in e-
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shroud is laid a side.- Has ten- and pro claim-
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to the world that the Lord is ri sen- and
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has put death to death, for he is the Son
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of God, the Sa viour- of Man kind!"-
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Kontakion of Easter (tone 4) 

Though you went down in the tomb, O Im mor- tal-
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One, you o ver- threw- the po wer- of
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Ha des- and rose vic tor- -
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ri- ous,- O Christ God! You gree ted- the oint-
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ment- bea- ring- wo men,- say ing,- "Re joice!"-
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You gave peace to your a pos- tles,- and to
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those who had fal len,- re su- rec- -
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tion!-
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1. Being God, you were present in the tomb by 

your body and yet in Hades by your soul; in 

Paradise with the thief, and on the throne, O 

Christ, with the Father and the Holy Spirit; 

filling all things, but encompassed by none. 

v. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit. 

2. O Christ, your tomb, the fount of our 

resurrection, is indeed a giver of life more 

splendid than Paradise and more radiant than 

any royal chamber. 

v. Now and always and for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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3. Hail, holy and divine Dwelling of the Most 

High, for through you, O Mother of God, joy 

has been given to those who cry out: “Blessed 

are you among women, O Lady most pure!” 

Lord, have mercy! (40x) 

4. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit. Now and always and for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

5. More honourable than the cherubim and more 

glorious beyond compare than the seraphim, 

you who without stain gave birth to God the 

Word: you are truly Theotokos, we magnify 

you! 

All: Give the blessing, Father, in the name of the 

Lord. 

P: Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O 

Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on 

us and save us. 

All: Amen. 

 

At Compline, go to p. 9. 
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P: Glory to you, O Christ God, our Hope, glory 

to you! 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit. Now and always and for 

ever and ever. Amen.  

 Lord, have mercy! (3x) 

 Give the blessing, Father, in the name of the 

Lord. 

P: May Christ our true God, who is risen from 

the dead, have mercy on us and save us, 

through the prayers of his all-pure Mother, 

of his glorious apostles who are worthy of 

all praise, and of all the saints, for his is 

good and loves mankind. 

All: Christ is risen from the dead, and by his 

death, he has trampled upon death, and has 

given life to those who were in the tombs. 

(1x) 

 

Here ends the prayer. 
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Appendix A: Additional prayer used at 

Compline 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord almighty, who 

illumine the day with brightness of the sun 

and delight the night with the glow of fire, 

who have made us worthy to live through 

the whole day and come close to the night.  

 Hear our prayers and those of all your 

people. Forgive us our sins, both deliberate 

and indeliberate, and accept our evening 

petition. 

 Send down upon your inheritance the riches 

of your mercy and compassion. Surround us 

with your holy angels. Cover us with the 

armour of your justice. Keep us in the ways 

of your righteousness. Protect us with your 

power against any harm or conspiracy of the 

devil. 

 Grant us that this evening and the 

approaching night—and all the days of our 

life—may be perfect, holy, peaceful, without 

sin, without stumbling or vain imagination, 

through the intercession of the Theotokos 
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and of all the saints who have pleased you 

since time began. 

All: Amen. 

Return to p.8  to complete the Paschal hour. 
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